THE   LIFE   OF   HORACE   WALPOLE
Commons, heard that two members of the Court, Captain
Keppel and Admiral Norris," desired a bill to absolve them
from their oath of secrecy that they might unfold something
very material towards saving the prisoner's life."   This was
on Friday, the execution was fixed for Monday, and the week-
end institution was as well established then as now.   (" We
have a sort of Jewish superstition and would not come to
town on a Saturday or a Sunday though it were to defend the
Holy of Holies," Walpole wrote to Mann about this date.)
There was not a minute to lose; the House was on the point
of rising; Keppel, though a Member of the House, " said he
had never spoke in public and could not," but would allow
anybody to speak in his name.   Horace Walpole seized a
passing member, Sir Francis Dashwood, pushed him across
the bar, and Dashwood from the floor of the House, claimed
leave to speak.    Technically the sitting  stood adjourned,
but leave was given for the pleading.    " The House was
wondrously softened " ; it was settled that the Bill should be
brought in; the King gave Byng a fortnight's respite and the
House actually sat on Saturday to pass the Bill, which on, the
Monday was sent up to the Lords.    Here, however, the
evidence from members of the court-martial was held un-
satisfactory, the doubting condemners shuffled, the Bill was
" unanimously rejected and with great marks of contempt for
the House of Commons."   So ended Horace Walpole's part
in " a most complicated affair," in which, he told Mann> " I
have been a most unfortunate actor, having to my infinite
grief, which I shall feel till the man is at peace, been instru-
mental in protracting his misery a fortnight, by what I meant
as the kindest thing I could do.   I never knew poor Byng
enough to bow to; but the great doubtfulness of his crime
and the extraordinariness of his sentence, the persecution of
his enemies, who sacrifice him for their own guilt and the
rage of a blinded nation, have called forth all my pity for
him,"
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